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(57) Abstract: A dry etching method 
is disclosed which enables to precisely 
process an object region of a body to 
be etched through reactive ion etching 
wherein a carbon monoxide gas to which 
a nitrogen compound-containing gas 
is added is used as the reaction gas. 
A material for a first mask layer (18) 
covering a magnetic thin film layer (16) 
contains silicon and tantalum. 
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